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The certification process provides for interaction between the applicants and the General Authority of Civil Aviation (GACA) from initial inquiry to certificate issuance or denial. The process consists of the following phases as further detailed below. 

· Pre-Application Phase
· Formal Application Phase
· Document Compliance Phase
· Demonstration and Inspection Phase
· Certification Phase
· Operation Specifications – for amendments refer to the Ops Spec Introduction page paragraph 4
The certification process starts with an initial introductory meeting or seminar with senior GACA management. GACA management will outline the certification process with the various Phases and Gates that must be completed for successful certification.  It will be emphasized that the certification process is not a process to be undertaken lightly, it involves a lot of work and expense for both the applicant and GACA.  If there are no exceptional problems the process normally takes 6 to 12 months, any problems and the GACA workload can extend the process further. 

A flow chart of the Phases and Gates of the certification process are included in the CD.

Submit a Letter of Intent to apply for an Air Carrier/Operator Certificate.

1. Pre-Application Phase

a. Attend Pre-application meeting

b. Submit Pre-Application Statement of Intent (PASI)(Form on the CD)
2. Formal Application Phase

a. Submit the following documents;

i. Formal Application letter

ii. Schedule of Events

iii. General Manuals, Operations & Maintenance 

iv. General Training Manual

v. Aircraft Purchase / Lease Agreements
vi. Management Qualifications

vii. Airplane Flight Manuals

viii. Minimum Equipment List

ix. Configuration Deviation List

x. Airport Analysis

xi. Maintenance Technical Manuals

b. Attend Formal Application Meeting

3. Document Compliance Phase

a. Submit Compliance Statement

b. All manuals will be reviewed for compliance

c. Submit draft Operations Specifications

d. Submit Maintenance Contracts

e. Submit Training contracts

f. Submit Drug & Alcohol Program

g. Submit Proving Test Plan

4. Demonstration & Inspection Phase
a. Inspect Training Facilities, Schedules and Curriculums

b. Observe actual training

c. Aircraft Conformity Inspections

d. Base of Operations Inspections

e. Maintenance Base Inspections

f. Records Review

g. Emergency Evacuation Demonstration

h. Aircraft Proving Test

5. Certification Phase
a. Present Certification & Operations Specifications

*  *  *  *

CERTIFICATION CD INDEX

The “Certification CD” contains the below listed material, much of this material may be used by the applicants for developing their own documentation and certification program. Please bear in mind that these are guidelines only, each operator must design their own documentation program to fit their particular proposed operation. 

121/135  Certification Video

This is an FAA video illustrating the Part 121/135 certification process to give the prospective applicants an idea of how the certification works with the relevant phases. 

135 Certification Pack HELO

A Part 135 development package for prospective Part 135 Helicopter applicants.

GACA/FAR Part 119 

Part 119 Regulations – Certification: Air Carriers and Commercial Operators, these are common regulations apply to all Parts 121, 125 & 135 certification processes.

GACA/FAR Part 121

Part 121 Regulations – Operating Requirements: Domestic, Flag, and Supplemental Operations

FAA Advisory Circular AC120-49 

FAA Advisory Circular AC120-49 Appendix 1-4

FAA’s Advisory Circular for the Part 121&135 certification process.

GACA/FAR Part 125

Part 125 Regulations – Certification and Operations: Airplanes Having a Seating Capacity of 20 or more Passengers or a Maximum Payload Capacity of 6,000 Pounds or more; and Rules Governing Persons on Board Such Aircraft

FAA Advisory Circular AC 125-1 

Operations Of Large Airplanes Subject To Federal Aviation Regulation Part 125

GACA/FAR Part 135

Part 135 Regulations – Operating Requirements: Commuter and On Demand Operations and Rules Governing Persons on Board Such Aircraft

FAA Order 8900- Certification 

Certification details not covered by the actual regulation., provides guidance for GACA Inspectors to assist with the certification process. 
Pre-Application Statement of Intent (PASI) Form 

Schedule of Events – Certification Check List Form
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