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USE OF MINIMUM EQUIPMENT LIST

[135.23(i)]



1.	General



	A.	Federal Aviation Regulations require certain systems and equipment to be operative for multiengined aircraft operations.  These FAR's also provide for deviations from these requirements via the Minimum Equipment List (MEL).  The policy and procedures in this section will be adhered to by MY COMPANY.



	B.	All components/systems on an aircraft fall into three categories in regard to airworthiness requirements.



		1)	Units obviously required for the aircraft to be airworthy (such as tires, primary control systems, wings, and units required for original certification) are generally not included in the MEL.



		2)	Units that do not affect the airworthiness of the aircraft (including such items as entertainment systems, cabin trim, curtains, pillows, additional systems for weather detection, flight phones, etc.) are generally not included in the MEL.



		3)	Units which do not clearly fall into either of the above categories or for which some deviation from the normal complement of equipment has been approved.



	C.	The MEL contains units and systems in category 3 above for which operation of the aircraft with some deviation from airworthiness standards or operating rules has been approved.  These are components and systems that the operator or manufacturer has proven that the aircraft may safely operate without, under specific conditions.



	D.	The MEL does not include every piece of equipment or system in the aircraft.  When no specific mention of a unit or system is made in the MEL, it is necessary that the equipment be in place and operative unless it falls into category 2 above.  It is the Pilot-in-Command's (PIC) responsibility to determine if an item falls into category 2 above.  When the item falls into category 2, the PIC must also determine that the inoperative item does not affect the airworthiness of the aircraft.



	E.	Should any doubt exist as to interpretation of MEL items, or the proper category of an item, assistance shall be obtained from the Director of Maintenance, or the Director of Operations.
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	F.	The PIC of an aircraft is directly responsible for, and is the final authority as to, the operation of that aircraft.  It is the Pica's responsibility to assure that the inoperative equipment is allowed for in the MEL.  However, this authority does not allow the PIC to operate an aircraft with an inoperative item requiring maintenance that has not been approved for return to service.



	G.	MEL authorized inoperative items such as radio black boxes, control heads, etc. may be temporarily removed for repair with a logbook entry.  Any necessary weight and balance entries must also be made.



	H.	Before a qualified crewmember operates the aircraft with an inoperative item he shall:



		1)	Determine that the inoperative item is an MEL authorized inoperative item.



		2)	Determine that the inoperative item will not affect safety of flight.



		3)	Determine that any required alternate equipment is operative.



		4)	Review the aircraft maintenance record to assure that the proper write ups and sign offs have been accomplished.



		5)	Notify the Director of Maintenance at the earliest opportunity of any inoperative item.  This notification will allow him to program and initiate procedures to assure timely corrective action is accomplished.



2.	Approving Aircraft for Return to Service with Inoperative Items Requiring Maintenance



	A.	Aircraft may be approved for Return to Service as allowed by the MEL if the Director of Maintenance and the PIC agree that operation in the conditions prevailing at the time does not compromise safe operation of the aircraft, and the Director of Maintenance has confirmed that required maintenance action is taken to assure compliance with MEL procedures and prevention of secondary hazards.  If an item is marked with an (M), the maintenance procedure must be followed.  Items marked with an (M) are the only procedures that require approval for Return to Service.



	B.	The MEL is designed to provide coverage for individual failure in nonrelated systems.  In the event of multiple discrepancies, even though each in itself may be permitted, coordination, communication and agreement shall be accomplished by the PIC and the Director of Maintenance.  Consideration of the interrelationship of the discrepancies and good judgment must be exercised by personnel authorized to approve the aircraft for Return to Service.



�COMPANY NAME	I-� PAGE  \* MERGEFORMAT �3�/R-1/02-01-96

GENERAL OPERATIONS MANUAL





	C.	When the indicating portion of an aircraft system or component is malfunctioning, it may be necessary to perform appropriate troubleshooting procedures to determine that the fault exists in the indicating system and not in the aircraft system or component, in order to properly apply the requirements of this section.



	D.	Prior to any maintenance being accomplished by any non-company personnel or organization the Director of Maintenance will determine whether that personnel or organization is suitable and qualified.



	E.	Before an aircraft is approved for Return to Service the procedures will be accomplished as follows:



		1)	Before an aircraft is approved for Return to Service under an (M) provision of the MEL an authorized person will:



			a.	Determine whether or not maintenance action is required in addition to that mandated in the MEL, and ensure prevention of secondary hazards.



			b.	Comply with the appropriate procedures in the MEL for the inoperative item.



			c.	Whenever complying with the recording requirements, the procedures outlined in Part 3 of this section will be adhered to.



		2)	Before an aircraft is approved for Return to Service under an (M) provision of the MEL from an airport where company maintenance personnel are not based and/or are not on duty and after authorizing a suitable and qualified maintenance person to accomplish the maintenance procedures the PIC will:



			a.	Ascertain that the authorized maintenance person is familiar with and understands the provisions and procedures of the approved MEL and this manual.



			b.	Ascertain that the aircraft maintenance record is completed as outlined in Part 3 of this section by the authorized maintenance person.
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3.	Proper Write Ups and Sign Offs in the Aircraft Maintenance Record



	A.	The portion of the aircraft maintenance record containing the discrepancy records must be on board the aircraft during operation so the PIC may be aware of any inoperative instruments or equipment and be able to write up airworthiness discrepancies as they are discovered.



	B.	Each person who discovers a discrepancy that affects the airworthiness of the aircraft shall write it up in the aircraft discrepancy record as follows:



		1)	Description of the discrepancy.



		2)	Signature of person discovering discrepancy.



	C.	Each authorized  person who maintains, performs preventative maintenance, rebuilds or alters an aircraft, aircraft engine, propeller, appliance, or component part to comply with a provision of the MEL shall make an entry in the aircraft discrepancy record containing the following information:



		1)	A description of work performed, which shall include the statement "Aircraft operations continued per MEL ATA # - Item #".

			(Example: "Aircraft operations continued per MEL Item 23-1").



		2)	The date of completion of work performed.



		3)	The signature, certificate number, and kind of certificate held by the person approving the work.  The signature constitutes the approval for Return to Service only for the work performed.



	D.	Each authorized person who approves an aircraft to continue operations with an MEL authorized in operative item that does not have an (M) procedure shall make an entry into the aircraft discrepancy record containing the following information:



		1)	The statement "Aircraft operations continued per MEL ATA # - Item #".

			(Example: "Aircraft operations continued per MEL Item 23-1").



		2)	Date action taken.



		3)	The signature, certificate number, and kind of certificate held by the person approving the aircraft to continue operations.
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	E.	The following persons are authorized to approve an aircraft to continue operations with inoperative items in accordance with the MEL:



		1)	The Pilot in Command.



		2)	The mechanic assigned to perform maintenance on the aircraft who has been delegated authority to approve an aircraft for Return to Service.



		3)	The Director of Maintenance.



4.	Corrective Action to MEL Inoperative Items



	A.	The Director of Maintenance shall review the status of each item that has been approved to continue operations under the terms of the MEL, and shall schedule repair as required by the repair interval designator (A, B, or C) as specified in the MEL.  Except as provided in B below, repairs MUST be accomplished as specified by the repair interval designator.



	B.	The Director of Maintenance is authorized to approve an extension to the repair interval provided he accomplishes the following actions:



		1)	In the case that required parts are not immediately available:



			a.	He shall obtain a firm delivery date of the part from the supplier.



			b.	He shall have the supplier note the delivery date on the order invoice.



			c.	He shall attach a copy of the invoice to the aircraft discrepancy record page containing the entry in question.



			d.	Upon receipt of the subject part the Director of Operations shall be notified and repair scheduled.



		2)	In the case of other factors beyond the control of the Company:



			a.	A statement containing all pertinent information shall be prepared and affixed to the record of the inoperative item.



			b.	He shall coordinate with the Director of Operations to schedule repair on the expected repair date.
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	Note:	"Schedule Repair" means making adequate arrangements for bringing the aircraft, parts, and maintenance personnel together at a given time and place.  For repairs to be performed at Company facilities, the Director of Maintenance shall coordinate with the Director of Operations and arrange to take the aircraft out of service to effect the repair.  In case of the necessity to use the services of an outside maintenance facility, this also involves making a firm schedule with the facility to effect the repairs.



		3)	He shall notify the FAA Principal Maintenance Inspector of each time extension he authorizes within 2 working days of such extensions.



	C.	After repairs have been made, the person approving the aircraft for Return to Service shall enter the date, time, description of corrective action, and his signature in the "corrective action" column of the page of the aircraft discrepancy record containing the original discrepancy entry.  He shall also ensure that an appropriate entry is made in the permanent aircraft maintenance record as required by FAR.



5.	(M) Maintenance and (O) Operational Procedures



	A.	These procedures as specified in the MEL for certain items will be complied with before approving an aircraft for continued operations with an MEL authorized inoperative item.




